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After an initial exchange of remarks, the Under Secretary explained 
that the purpose of his visit to Argentina is to seek to promote 
a better understanding of the issues we face currently. This is a 
manifestation of the importance we attach to relations with 
Argentina. Mr. Newsom commented that he knows Ambassador Castro 
has a very special feeling for the Latin American scene and has 
conveyed accurately and effectively U.S. government concerns. Mr. 
Newsom said he is in Buenos Aires to assist the Ambassador by 
setting forth current Washington views in the hope of assisting in 
the examination of our problems. He welcomed Argentina's views 
cn matters which are of current concern. 

Deputy Foreign Minister Allara said that Ambassador Castro in his 
short time has worked very actively in Argentina and has undoubtedly 
kept the Department of State informed perfectly on the Argentine 
situation. It is clear. Allara continued, that relations are 
troubled currently",, inasmuch ss they are not as effective as they 
should bo, .Alter* briefly reviewing the historical context, Allara 
stated ch&£ it is evident the terrorism problem was the most 
serious one faced by Argentina, in Maroh 197C>. The dimension and 
efficacy of the terrorist organizations made it necessary co apply ■ 
; «s a which are cos gained iv. the Argentine Coni-ti- 



ciici^n ar-d in ArsartS ins 1. 



confirm todav 



thai our ooi^ic-Yis .si! cut i^-coTt&sn correct, as rs.fii.-c ted t>y 



1 ' 45 ' .- 



UNITED STATES. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
REVIEW AUTHORITY: DONNA M DD?AOLO 
DATE/CASE ID: 23. JUN 2009 200807230 



;JMV: ..--.'^Sa.. 

UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 



»"V»' U'J'lsi^ncc; cir thin i^refei^f: i^. Europe. ' We. w'rh . 
. satisfaction that the- irtiittd.-Statfcs and . K-.«op3*t: g^e rv^st.rs . 
arc r*«c?:ir;g Co terrorism by taking • axcajFtwnfi l sutps tc- . . ■ 
ccr.rrdnS this profrUrc. mat tar' f w us anni^r 

aspect or r.fce srcoblei;:, Ttuasa rigjvss, Alla-cft contin^d. 
Argentina has always respected aad severed huffiaa rri r ; r.cs 
It suffered an intetr.al, very special war which r20.vd.red 
exceptional measures. • As Ar gentina ' s author i tits have 
acknowledged, excesses vara committed. The Argentine^ govern- 
ment is trying to eliminate these excises. Sevsrchsiess. 
rhere is an active csa-psign abroad to tarnish Argentina's 
image. Allara said it is hard for us to understand why we 
are sanctioned when our objective has been tc protect our 
society and our Occidental Christian style of life. How 
could anvone wish tc see a return to the chaotic state of 
affairs which existed in 1976 and which we see in Italy? e 

Mr. Newsom responded that we fully appreciate Argentina has 
been through a very difficult period. Sot only were your 
countrymen involved but also- some of ours. Newspm said, I 
come also with awareness of the fact that it is difficult for 
people in other countries to judge fully and understand the 
circumstances in another coun~rv. I come also reflecting 
full respect for Argentina as ar. important country. The Under 
Secretary noted with satisfaction the election of au Argentine 
Ambassador to head the Committee of Th* rJhoU at the SSOD. 

Mr Newsomnext described the situation existent in the 
United States in the 1960's and the subsequent acute concern 
over human rights. He observed that President Carter s 
platform included the question of human rights, and a belief 
that the manner in which we associate with other countries 
should be affected by the way in which such countries treat 
their own citizens. Mr. Newsom acknowledged that in the 
diplomatic realm this brings us into areas that are sensitive 
in other people's societies. He said it is not the intention 
of the United States government to intervene in other . 
societies. But it is evident in Congress and our public that 
where U . S . government programs are involved, we want to 
avoid associations which suggest endorsement of countries 
where it is believed government violate human rights. This 
means the Executive has not been free to continue programs 
when the Congressional and public perspective of human rights 
in the recipient country is negative. It is true that while 
there is an appreciation that Argentina had difficult 
terrorist problems, requiring extraordinary measures , there 
Is also a strong feeling that many of those measures r .suited 
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■ In 'excesses- in -term*.- of •dla:H*p«ftrAnci,*^, ''tortvP*, arid • 
Indignities buffered by petiple,; this* has . wade it 'difficult J . 
■for .this '.United St4t:?»» go ahtiad vsi'th military and 
economic program!!. I am here to talk about the future,. Mr. 

* Newsom stated, not the past, and to Ufirn »bat »he Argent Inn 
govermaene realistically feels it can da and in doing to 
correct perspective.' We appreciate that Argentina has - 

' already taken some important steps:' Christmas amnesty, the 
release of Tiraerman, freedom for members of the Deut<?ch 
family, the exercise of the "right of option" and Instructions 
from "the Minister of Interior to the police to refrain from 
inhuman' actions, toward individuals apprehended for terrorism 

'and political. crimes . 

Mr. NewSom stated that he would be interested in any pro- 
jections Argentina has of measures to be expected'. He also » 
asked for the Ministry • a, view on how Argentina regaids the 
; work of -international organizations such as the Inter-American 
Human Rights Committee and the International Committee of 
Jurists. Newsom inquired whether one might anticipate 
Argentine permission for an outside committee to review its 
policies. 

Captain Allara responded that there has been no intentional, 
' systematic policy of -the Argentine government to commit 
excesses. The needs of counter- terrorism did make it necessary . 
to suspend individual liberties in a state of siege, as pro* , 
vlded for by the Argentine Constitution. Allara observed t ,J iat 
the state of siege was proclaimed before the armed forces 'took 
'the. government. Allara referred to Argentine economic, social; 
and -counter-terrorist successes, noting that Argentine streets ; 
are among the safest in the world. He declared that Argentina 
has unrestricted freedom of the press, citing .the publication 
a few day* ago of a long list of disappeared Individuals in 
J La Prensr. This wag a paid advertisement. Allara also pointed 
to the operations' of the League for the Rights of Man, which . 
is a collateral organization of the Communist Party. 

The Under Secretary askeu whether thla is the organization 
whose lead- r was arrested. After Allara responded affirmatively, 
Newsom. noted that he was bound to be questioned about thla, 

Allara continued tils exposition, describing the independence 
of the; Executive and Judicial branches of government . Me stated , 
it is the government' s intention to return to due process as ,i -y. < : 
soon aa circumstances permit . He commented that the; contihusd, '■■' 
.'.'•'activity ; of ^ttrioriatp.. requirex : prjrtpp«.a : "i: ; ~ 
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Ml nr& sfta ted ts.hafc Acg«n»;lh/* -"needy undecatanfUrig and .cooperrttfion. 
Sanctions- dViiiot .c.wftylbut«? Co- hijwwtt-* rights.', h»v said. 

With respect to international organizations , AMar'a said that 
Argentine representatives have #one. to all. human right* forums. 
Argentina ha* tried to play a positive role, seeking a , 
sincere promotion of human rights. In 1977 at Grenada, Argentina 
nought specifically to strengthen cue* IAHRC, It also volun- 
tarily approached the IAHRC and offered a dialogue of substance 
and to 'accept advice' and recommendations. 1 We gave them our * 
pplnt of view and .agreed to meet again in May, Allara reported. 
Surprisingly in January the IAHRC decided 'to prepare a report 
on Argentina and to request an invitation *to visit this country. 
Allara accused the IAHRC of suspending the dialogue unilaterally 
- a dialogue which Allara felt would be fruitful. 

Allara expressed his doubts" about the objectivity of human 
righta organizations which are advised by terrorists, as occurred 
in Geneva. In, response to Newsom's question about the IAHRC 
.decision, Allara replied that his government has not yet decided 
whether to invite the IAHRC. At Argentina's initiative, Allara 
stressed, Foreign Minister Montes will meot with the IAHRC 
before the OASGA. 

Allara referred to the worries which Ambassador Aja Espil 
expressed in Washington with regard to military export licenses 
and credits . . 

The Under Secretary explained the delays surrounding Eximbank- 
credits- because the Bank's authorization -bill is before the 
Congress. One of the issues the -Congress is dealing, with 
concerns human rights. Consequently the Bank Is acting very 
cautiously during this period, with respect to countries* where 
human rights' problems exist. This is not a sanction nor 
affirmative .action by the Bank,. Mr . Newsom Stressed. It IS k ■. ■. 
delay until the . nature of the. Congressional authorization is ".. 
determined. . c=~ 



